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A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T  O F  C O U N T R Y



A G E N D A

W E LCO M E

AC K N O W L E D G M E N T  O F  CO U N T R Y

W H AT  W E  H E A R D  A N D  E M E R G I N G  T H E M E S

-  recap

-  place direc t ion

H O W  T H AT  I S  B E I N G  R E F L E C T E D  I N  T H E 

D E S I G N  & P L AC E  T H I N K I N G

-  design think ing

-  place design f ramework

Q & A



YO U R S AY  I N P U T S

Nearly 75% lived as either a couple or 
with children under 12 years of age, 
nearly 10% lived alone and 9% lived with 
other adults or extended family.

180 survey responses

Most people drove private vehicles (78%) or walked (nearly 43%) to 
their existing local centre. Public transport, bikes, scooters /skateboard 
(electric and non) and wheelchair/mobility scooter ranked under 10% 
(respondants could select more than one).

78%

10%43%

Nearly 63% visited the shops 2-4 
times a week, and a further 23% 
once a week.

63%

23%

Living arrangements

Couple or children under 12 Alone Other adults
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23%
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YO U R  S AY  I N P U T S

Elements for people: supermarkets, food & beverage and 
retail offerings, places for outdoor dining, green and comfortable 
outdoor spaces, fitness and wellbeing. 
 
Challenges: car parking, traffic impacts, maintaining 
connection with the natural environment.

Outdoor elements: tree canopy and shade, outdoor eating 
areas, grassed areas and play spaces, then sitting areas.

Community facilities: health services, children’s play 
facilities, general outdoor space, childcare and community 
activity centres.

There were also 5 contributions to Show us your ideas, two 
stakeholder submissions and a phone call. 

P l a y 
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P l a y 
A r e a s

H e a l t h 
S e r v i c e s

YO U T H  D E S I G N 

Spencer would love a skate 

area or places to play (water or 

playground) & somewhere to get 

ice-cream

Spencer, Paddy, Jaime, Keiran, Ollie, Max, 
Matthew, Joshua, Thomas and Katie want a 
place to skate

Ella would love a free stage where people of all ages can perform for free, waterplay, a flying fox, park run, yoga & art classes

Alaya wants a place to 

play and a hospital
13 contributions (online and 

at MVCF Multicultural Day)

W H I T L A M  L O C A L  C E N T R E  |  E N G A G E M E N T  S E S S I O N  T H R E E



W O R K S H O P  1

18 people participated in workshop one - a mix of existing and future residents and community interest 
groups. 

We heard about their preferences about local centres, green spaces and how to activate spaces in winter. 
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Kingston foreshore with 
alfresco dining. Aranda 
with their community 
garden. New Acton and 
their great use of pauses. 

2 way tuckshop with a 
variety of food / drinks 
for all ages

Hacke� and Downer are 
two suburbs that I've loved. 
The open circle grass at Downer 
and yoga studio are    fond 
memories.

The Cur�n shops, Downer 
shopping village, new Kingston 
development (near the IGA); with 
the trees, a square with public 
facili�es and seats that blend with 
outdoor cafes. They are very 
popular and good to visit.

Outward facing, 
engaging shared 
space

W
HICH LOCAL CENTRES HAVE THE BEST PUBLIC REALM?

A community centre is 
a must- have.
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Grassed areas for 
entertaining and foliage 
for shade Calming and 

accessible areas to 
relax in the shade

Community 
gardens

Large trees with 
canopy and plants

W
hich elements of green space do you enjoy most?

W H I T L A M  L O C A L  C E N T R E  |  E N G A G E M E N T  S E S S I O N  T H R E E



North facing, interac�ve 
spaces and play areas for 
sun

Usable on sunny winter 
days as well as the provision 
for heated areas on winter 
nights

Sea�ng in main 
areas along 
transport routes

Playgrounds and
shelter

W
hat w

ays can we activate outdoor areas during Canberra winters?

Use outdoor areas for 
events and fairs
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W O R K S H O P  2

Across two sessions 24 people participated in this workshop including existing and future 
residents, key stakeholders. 

We looked at local centres in Canberra and ran three activities:
•	 likes and dislikes
•	 personas which helped participants consider the needs of a range of people, and 
•	 a spatial prioritisation task.

GAYA
LANE DEEPAH & JOHN

HASSAN
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PRINCIPLE 1 – Main Street



PRINCIPLE 2 – Walkability



PRINCIPLE 3 – Central lane



PRINCIPLE 4 – Central plaza



PRINCIPLE 5 – Public realm



PRINCIPLE 6 – Anchors



PRINCIPLE 7 – Integration with school



P L AC E  D I R E C T I O N
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walktowhitlamlocalcentre



CO M M O N  T H E M E
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D I S C O V E R Y

To be inspired, stimulated, and entertained.



R E C R E A T I O N  / 
P L A Y R E S I D E N T I A L C O M M E R C I A L / 

R E T A I L 
S T R E E T 
N E T W O R K 

O P E N  S P A C E / 
L A N D S C A P E E V E N T S

S e n s o r y / w a t e r 
p l a y

A n  a p p r o p r i a t e 
m i x  o f  f i n e 
g r a i n ,  m e d i u m 
a n d  l a r g e 
t e n a n t s

L a n d s c a p i n g  t o 
i n c l u d e  s c u l p t u r e , 
p l a y  s p o t s  a n d   & 
a r e a s  t o  s t o p  a n d 
p a u s e

R o t a t i n g  l o c a l  a r t i s t 
s h o w c a s e  s p a c e  w i t h i n 
t h e  p u b l i c  r e a l m
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INDICATIVE DESIGN ONLY



Whitlam Local Centre Indicative Design (SLA)
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P L A Z A

INDICATIVE DESIGN ONLY



Gosford Leagues Park (Hatch Roberts Day) Darling Quarter (DarlingHarbour.com)
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W H AT  I S  YO U R  P L AY  P R E F E R E N C E ?

A .  WAT E R  P L AY

B.  S C U L P T U R E  P L AY

C .  T E C H N O LO G Y  P L AY



CO M M O N  T H E M E
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S A F E T Y

To feel safe and contribute to the safety of the broader community.

+



R E C R E A T I O N / 
P L A Y R E S I D E N T I A L C O M M E R C I A L / 

R E T A I L 
S T R E E T 
N E T W O R K 

O P E N  S P A C E / 
L A N D S C A P E E V E N T S

C e n t e r e d  a n d 
e n c l o s e d  v s .  o n 
t h e  e d g e s

P a s s i v e 
s u r v e i l l a n c e

O u t w a r d l y 
f a c i n g  t o 
p r o v i d e  p a s s i v e 
s u r v e i l l a n c e 
a n d  a c t i v a t i o n

A c t i v e 
p e r i m e t e r 
s t r e e t s

S u p p l e m e n t 
s t r e e t s  w i t h 
a  p e r m e a b l e 
n e t w o r k  o f 
p a t h s  a n d  l a n e s

A c t i v a t e d  p l a c e  w i t h 
m e d i u m  v o l u m e  o f 
p e o p l e  d a y  a n d  n i g h t

+
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PA R K I N G

Whitlam Local Centre Indicative Design (SLA)



CO M M O N  T H E M E

PA R K I N G
Whitlam Local Centre Indicative Design (SLA)

walktowhitlamlocalcentre
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W E L L B E I N G

To have access to an environment that promotes physical, social and mental wellbeing.



R E C R E A T I O N  / 
P L A Y R E S I D E N T I A L C O M M E R C I A L / 

R E T A I L 
S T R E E T 
N E T W O R K 

O P E N  S P A C E / 
L A N D S C A P E E V E N T S

P r o v i s i o n  o f  a 
y o u t h  c e n t r e / 
s p a c e

C r o s s 
v e n t i l a t i o n 
a n d  a c c e s s 
t o  f r e s h  a i r , 
f r e s h  f r u i t  a n d 
v e g  a n d  s o c i a l 
i n t e r a c t i o n

A  h i g h  q u a l i t y , 
e s t a b l i s h e d 
s u p e r m a r k e t

N a t u r a l l y 
c a l m e d  s t r e e t s 
t h a t  b a l a n c e 
p e d e s t r i a n s , 
c y c l i s t s ,  b u s e s 
a n d  t h e  p r i v a t e 
v e h i c l e

P r o d u c t i v e 
l a n d s c a p e / 
c o m m u n a l 
g a r d e n  p l o t s

C o n s i d e r  n o i s e  i n 
d e s i g n  s e t t i n g
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Museum of Ethnography and City Park (Metalocus.com.es)
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C O M M U N I T Y  C E N T R E

inspiration ONLY



Museum of Ethnography and City Park (Metalocus.com.es)

CO M M O N  T H E M E
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C O N N E C T I O N  TO  N AT U R E

To retain that natural and/or inherent character of Whitlam and the Molonglo Valley.



R E C R E A T I O N  / 
P L A Y R E S I D E N T I A L C O M M E R C I A L / 

R E T A I L S T R E E T  N E T W O R K O P E N  S P A C E / 
L A N D S C A P E E V E N T S

O p p o r t u n i t i e s 
t o  u n d e r s t a n d 
a n d  l e a r n  a b o u t 
n a t u r e

D e n s i t y  d o n e 
w e l l  p r i n c i p l e s 
( a r t i c u l a t e d  a n d 
i n t e n t i o n a l  m a s s i n g 
a n d  v o i d s )

C a f e s  a n d 
s e a t e d  a r e a s  t o 
i n c l u d e  v i e w s 
o f  n a t u r e

S t r e e t  t r e e s  t h a t 
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e 
n a t u r a l  s u r r o u n d s

E l e v a t e d  p u b l i c 
s p a c e s
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Canberra Vistas (Pinterest.com)
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S U P E R M A R K E T 
R O O F TO P

Whitlam Vista (SLA)
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S U P E R M A R K E T
R O O F TO P

W O U L D  YO U  R AT H E R  E X P E R I E N C E ?

A .  A  CO M M U N A L  G A R D E N

B.  A  R O O F TO P  B A R / R E S TAU R A N T

C .  V I E W I N G  P L AT F O R M 



CO M M O N  T H E M E
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D I V E R S I T Y

To express our unique selves as our interests, ages, abilities and the seasons change. 
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R E C R E A T I O N / 
P L A Y R E S I D E N T I A L C O M M E R C I A L / 

R E T A I L S T R E E T  N E T W O R K O P E N  S P A C E / 
L A N D S C A P E E V E N T S

S t r e e t 
f u r n i t u r e 
p u r p o s e  b u i l t 
f o r  p l a y ,  a r t , 
f u n c t i o n

D e c o u p l e d 
h o m e /  o f f i c e 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s

C o m m u n i t y 
c e n t r e

A c c e s s i b l e  a s  a  j o y f u l 
e x p e r i e n c e / j o u r n e y .

S c h o o l  s t r e e t  a s 
a  s h a r e d  s t r e e t /
f u n c t i o n a l  e n t r a n c e 
t o  t h e  s c h o o l  a n d 
e v e n t  s p a c e  ( w i t h  r o a d 
c l o s u r e s )

W i - f i  i n  p u b l i c 
s p a c e s

U s e  s l o p e  t o 
c r e a t e  e v e n t 
s p a c e s  t h a t 
a r e  a l s o  d a i l y 
g a t h e r i n g /
r e f l e c t i o n  s p a c e s
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S H A R E D 
Z O N E

Beecroft Street Indicative Design (SLA)
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W H AT  K I N D  O F  S T R E E T  D O  YO U  WA N T  T H I S  TO  B E ?

A .  W E E K LY / M O N T H LY  R OA D  C LO S U R E  E V E N T S

B.  C A R  F R E E

C .  S H A R E D  ZO N E  F U L L - T I M E

Hibberson Street, Gungahlin (SLA)



CO M M O N  T H E M E
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Hibberson Street, Gungahlin (SLA)
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A  F R E E  C O M M U N I T Y 
D E S T I N AT I O N

To feel welcomed and included in your community.
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R E C R E A T I O N / 
P L A Y R E S I D E N T I A L C O M M E R C I A L / 

R E T A I L S T R E E T  N E T W O R K O P E N  S P A C E / 
L A N D S C A P E E V E N T S

A d e q u a t e  a r e a s 
o f
u n p r o g r a m m e d 
s p a c e  f o r  y o g a , 
b o o t c a m p ,  e t c

T e n a n t s 
a g r e e m e n t 
( q u a l i t y 
c o n t r o l )

P r o v i s i o n  o f 
a f t e r  h o u r s 
t e n a n t s  a n d / o r 
a l c o h o l  l i c e n c e 
a g r e e m e n t

P e d e s t r i a n  l a n e s  w i t h 
7 0 %  a c t i v e  f r o n t a g e s

C a r  f r e e  t i m e  p e r i o d s

H i g h  q u a l i t y /
r o b u s t 
m a t e r i a l s

L a n d s c a p e 
a n d  m a t e r i a l s 
‘ p a l e t t e  o f  t h e 
p l a c e ’

A n  e v e n t s 
p r o g r a m 

H i r e  o r  u s e  S L A  a s 
a  p l a c e  m a n a g e r
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S C H O O L  I N T E R FA C E

Whitlam Local Centre Indicative Design (SLA)
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W H AT  I S  T H E  B E S T  S Y N E R G Y  W I T H  T H E  S C H O O L ?

A .  F O R M A L  PA R T N E R S H I P  F O R  S T U D E N T  A R T,  P E R F O R M A N C E S  E TC

B.  S H A R E D  FAC I L I T I E S  F O R  CO M M U N I T Y  H I R E

C .  F U L LY  I N T E G R AT E D  -  T W O - WAY  T U C K S H O P / C A N T E E N
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N E X T  S T E P S




