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Public consultation

Features of the Planning Bill

• Improving environmental outcomes

• Object 

• Ecologically Sustainable Development

• Principles of good planning

• Strategic Planning 

• Environmental Impact Assessment

• DA assessment

Next Steps



Public Consultation
• Where: ACT Government’s Yoursay page

• When: 16 March to 15 June 2022

• How: 3 ways to provide feedback

• Consultation package:

• draft legislation 

• fact sheets, policy overview, FAQs

• 5 public information sessions

• Separate stakeholder and industry sessions



Improving environmental 
outcomes 

Stronger references to the environment in planning and development processes:

• Object and further matters

• Environment, biodiversity, sustainability and resilience

• Updated definition of ecologically sustainable development

• Principles of good planning

• Planning Strategy and district strategies – other Government strategies

• Significant development and EIS/ESO processes

• Development assessment



Object



Further matters for Object
In achieving the object, the following matters are important:

• the knowledge, culture and tradition of the Traditional Custodians

• planning for population growth

• Canberra’s biodiversity and landscape setting

• high-quality, people-focussed and design-led built outcomes

• a sustainable and resilient environment



Ecologically sustainable 
development

• Retaining elements of the 2007 Act definition and adding further detail to definition of 
terms

• Requires effective integration of:

• the protection of ecological processes and natural systems at local, Territory and 
broader landscape levels

• the achievement of economic development

• the maintenance and enhancement of cultural, physical and social wellbeing of 
people and communities

• the precautionary principle

• the inter-generational equity principle



Principles of good planning

Supported by 
principles of 
good 
consultation



Strategic Planning



Significant Development



Environmental Impact Assessment
• Environmental Impact 

Statement (EIS) Stages

• Scoping

• Draft EIS (consultation)

• Public consultation and 
assessment

• Revised EIS

• Assessment

• Rejection if 
incomplete

• Minister – Completion or 
Inquiry Panel

• Environmental Significance Opinion (ESO)

• Application

• Assessment

• Opinion granted or refused

• Outcome: 

• If granted - no longer significant 
development > standard DA process

• If refused – EIS required for proposal



DA assessment and decision
• Referrals

• Referral of applications to the Conservator/EPA/Health 
Protection Service

• Referral to Cth Department of Environment for protected 
matters (i.e.  Matters protected under the EPBC Act,  matters 
of national environmental significance)

• DA decision considerations

• Several matters relating to environment

• Departing from advice

• Limited circumstances – must substantially improve 
outcome



Where to from here?


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23



