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Public consultation

Features of the Planning Bill

• Overview of the Object 

• Principles of good planning and good 
consultation

• Strategic Planning – Planning Strategy and 
District Strategies

• Estate and site-level planning

• New Territory Plan and amendment processes

Next Steps



Public Consultation
• Where: ACT Government’s Yoursay page

• When: 16 March to 15 June 2022

• How: 3 ways to provide feedback

• Consultation package:

• draft legislation 

• fact sheets, policy overview, FAQs

• 5 public information sessions

• Separate stakeholder and industry sessions



Object



Further matters for Object
In achieving the object, the following matters are important:

• the knowledge, culture and tradition of the Traditional Custodians

• planning for population growth

• Canberra’s biodiversity and landscape setting

• high-quality, people-focussed and design-led built outcomes

• a sustainable and resilient environment



Principles of good planning

Supported by principles 
of good consultation

In developing planning 
strategies, plans and 
policies, consideration 
must be given to the 
object of the Act and the 
principles of good 
planning 



Principles of good consultation
What principles would you like to see? 

Some ideas:
• Clarity of subject
• Clarity of purpose
• Transparency
• Accessibility
• Respect
• Inclusivity
• Timeliness
• Proportionality



Strategic Planning



Planning Strategy
The Planning Strategy (section 34 of the Bill):

• Made by the Executive (i.e. approved by Cabinet) 

• Consistent with the Object of the Act

• Contains:

• long-term planning policy and goals

• overarching spatial vision

• strategic directions and desired future outcomes

• May include policy outcomes from other Government strategies 
e.g. Climate Change Strategy and Transport Strategy

• Must be public consultation



Planning Strategy
What role does it play?

• Sets long-term policy goals and objectives

• Guides:

• District strategies (section 37)

• Minister’s Statement of Planning Priorities (section 38)

• Identifies future studies and investigations

• Must be considered by the Authority and Minister when considering 
applications to amend the Territory Plan

What’s next?

• Transitioning the current strategy to the new system

• A new Planning Strategy to be considered under new planning system

Example

2018 Planning 
Strategy

https://www.planning.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/1285972/2018-ACT-Planning-Strategy.pdf


District Strategies
District strategies (section 37 of the Bill):

• Made by the Executive (i.e. approved by Cabinet) and must have public consultation

• Consistent with the Planning Strategy

• May contain:

• long-term planning policy and goals for the district

• Strategies/spatial policies and desired future planning outcomes for the district to guide 
and manage change in the district 

• Principles/policies for development of areas within district, including future urban areas 

• identified areas within the district for future detailed planning 

• May include policy outcomes from other Government strategies relevant to the district 

• Comparable to a mix of the Planning Strategy and Master Plans 



District Strategy – scale and detail

ACT policy plan from Planning 
Strategy District structure plan Centre master plan



District Strategies
What role do they play?

• Set long-term policy goals and objectives

• State desired future planning outcomes for the district

• Identify need for future detailed planning

• Policy outcomes guide provisions in District Codes of Territory Plan

• Must be considered by the Authority and Minister when considering applications to 
amend the Territory Plan

What’s next?

• Community members and industry experts will continue working with us to develop 
district strategies

• Broader community engagement on draft strategies later in 2022 and into 2023



Estate and site-level Planning
*can be undertaken to support strategic and spatial planning, as well as site planning 

• Planning investigations and studies

• Strategic planning e.g. structure planning and planning reports

• Planning approvals process

• Territory Plan amendments and supporting reports

• Development Applications 

• Estate Development Plan (DA)

• Site specific (now required to consider broader site context – see s 181)



A new Territory Plan
The Planning Bill includes:

• the process for making the initial Territory Plan 

• content of the new Territory Plan

• processes for amending the Territory Plan 

What’s next?

• Community members and industry experts will help us develop 
the new Territory Plan

• Broader community engagement on draft Territory Plan later in 
2022



Amending the Territory Plan
Changes in the Planning Bill from the 2007 Act:

• Major amendments (policy/site changes)

• Minor amendments (previously technical amendments)

• Formal application process for proponents

• Documentation requirements

• Must be accepted by the authority (3 months)

• Progress the application to Minister for consideration

• Discretionary referral to the Committee for inquiry

• Amendments for formal Government policy



Where to from here?


